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This guide is designed to help you enjoy playing with your new Square in a Square and Snowball Ruler. 
 
This acrylic allows you to create 2 different types of block; the Square in a Square, and the Snowball block. 
 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ the difference between a Snowball block and a Square in a Square 
block? 
Using this template, both blocks will end up the same size ς it is the size of the starting block that affects 
the resulting look of the block. 
The centre square for a Square in a Square block is smaller so when the block is finished, the points of 
the square are intact. In a Snowball block, the centre square is larger and so those points are cut away ς 
leaving a Snowball (rounded) effect.  
 

 

   

Figure 2 Snowball block Figure 1 Square in a Square 
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Method 
The method for creating the blocks is the 

same ς it is the sizes that vary. 

Square in a Square 
1. Cut a strip of fabric for the centre 

squares measuring 4 ¼ inches wide, 

and then trim to into 4 ¼ inch 

squares. Cut a strip of the outside 

fabric 2 ½ inches wide and then 

trim to 4 ¼ long strips. You will need 

4 pieces for each square. 

2. Place strips along all 4 corners of 

the centre block and stitch with ¼ 

inch seam allowance (figure 3). 

Press seams to the border. 

3. Lay the template on top of the 

block with the diagonal lines lined 

up with the inner seams. Trim all 

the way round to complete the 

block. Figure 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 3 Stitch strips around the outside of your square. 

Figure 4 Trim the block. 
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Possible Layouts for the Square in a Square block 
The fabric choices for the strips can affect the way a finished quilt looks. For instance, two different 

colours in the borders of the block, but repeated through the quilt creates an interesting quilt  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Changing two of the borders to be the same as the central square gives a very different quilt. Figures 

8, 8 & 10 all use the same blocks, just laid out differently. 

Figure 5 two colours in opposite 
corners 

Figure 6 Resulting Square in a square quilt 

Figure 7 Corners matching on the 
block 

Figure 8 Quilt made with matching corner blocks 
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And then of course you can add sashing to a simple Square in a Square block to get yet another quilt 

design. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These are just a few of the quilts you could make with a square in a square block. Now ƭŜǘΩǎ look at 

the snowball block and what you can do with that! 

Figure 9 Alternative layout 1 Figure 10 Alternative layout 2 

Figure 11 Square in a Square with sashing 
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Snowball block method 
1. Cut a strip of fabric for the centre squares measuring 5 ½ inches wide, and then trim to into 5 

½ inch squares. Cut a strip of the outside fabric 2 ½ inches wide and then trim to 5 long strips. 

You can cut them shorter (4 inches) if you are short of fabric, and then centre them on the 

sides. You will need 4 pieces for each square. 

2. Place strips along all 4 corners of 

the centre block and stitch with ¼ 

inch seam allowance. Press seams 

to the border. 

3. Lay the template on top of the 

block with the dotted diagonal 

lines lined up with the inner 

seams. Trim all the way round to 

complete the block.  

4. Line up the outsides with the ruler 

and trim to a square. You now 

have a snowball block! 

  

Figure 12 Line centre your square with the dotted line and trim two sides. 

Figure 13 Finish trimming your block. 


